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Does Income Gap Lead to Delay in Marriage? Theoretical Analysis and Experience Evidence
Jiang Tao

( School of Economic & Management Northwest University)
Abstract: From the perspective of searching and matching in the marriage market this paper attempts to explain the delay in marriage.
Based on the economic theory the rising proportion of unmarried population refers to the hindered process of searching and matching in
the marriage market. The model indicates that in the case of heterogeneous men but homogeneous women an increase in average male
gap leads to a corresponding rise in the proportion of unmarried female but a decline in the proportion of unmarried male; while in the
case of heterogeneous women but homogeneous men an increase in average female gap leads to a corresponding decline in the male
proportion but an increase in the female proportion. Based on the data of province — level statistics from 1995 to 2009 this paper shows
that the expanding average income gap is the main reason for the increasing female proportion using the simultaneous equation
regressions for dealing with the endogeneity. Income gap between urban and rural areas and wage gap both positivly correlate with the
unmarried female”’ s proportion but negatively correlate with the unmarried male’ s proportion. Therefore the policy implication of the
paper is that reducing the income gap is an important solution to the problem of the delay in marriage.
Key Words: Income Gap; The Proportion of Unmarried Population; Delays in Marriage; Searching & Matching
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