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Development Economics in the Digital Economy Era: Core Characteristics,
Research Paradigms, and Development Strategies
Wang Yongjin
(School of Economics, Nankai University )

Abstract; Digital technologies have not only given rise to new economic forms but also redefined
the very connotations of “developing countries” and “economic development”. Focusing on core
characteristics, research paradigms, and development strategies, this paper examines the necessity
of reconstructing development economics in the digital economy era. First, at the micro, meso,
and macro levels and across six dimensions —input structure, organizational structure, industrial
structure, spatial structure, new dual structure, and factor market distortions—it reveals the core
characteristics of structural transformation in the digital age. Second, in terms of research
paradigms, it argues for moving beyond overreliance on randomized controlled trials and big data,
and advancing an organic integration of in—depth case analysis, cross—country comparison, and
theoretical modeling. Finally, taking export —oriented strategy as an example, it analyzes how
digital technologies reshape traditional economic development strategies from five perspectives:
offset effects, endowment effects, dynamic effects, aggregation effects, and political resistance.
Keywords: Digital Economy, Development Economics, Structural Transformation, Research
Paradigm, Development Strategy
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