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The Significance of the Coordinated Development

Philosophy in Development Economics
Luo Lianfa and Zhu An
(The Institute of Quality Development Strategy, Wuhan University )
Abstract; From the disciplinary perspective of development economics, this paper analyzes the
theoretical value and practical significance embodied in the philosophy of coordinated development.
Based on a comparative analysis of classical theories and China’ s practice of coordinated
development, this study argues that; The philosophy of coordinated development transcends the
dichotomy between government and market in classical development theories, proposing a new
approach that combines an efficient market and a competent government; it abandons the neglect
of agricultural and rural development in existing theories, constructing a new model of urban—rural
interaction to jointly advance modernization; and it deepens theories of regional competition by
exploring a new mechanism of interaction between the unified national market and regional
cooperation. The philosophy of coordinated development identifies the constructive and
instrumental value of urban—rural and regional coordination in economic development, making an
innovative contribution to the connotation of development. China’ s theories and policy experiences
in coordinated development are of great value in expanding core theories of development
economics, such as the growth pole theory and balanced/unbalanced growth theories, and have
practical significance for Global South countries in addressing gaps between urban and rural areas
and among regions.
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