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Towards Green Development: China’s Practice and Theoretical

Contributions to Development Economics
Chen Dengke and Wang Xunyu
(School of Economics, Fudan University)

Abstract; Economic growth and environmental protection are often viewed as conflicting goals.
However, in its transition to high—quality development, China has successfully achieved a synergy
between economic growth and green transition, a cleaner energy mix, and the modernization of its
environmental governance system, leading to a significant decline in both carbon emission intensity
and pollution levels. Based on China’ s practices in green development, this paper elucidates the
underlying theoretical logic: restructuring macro objectives guided by the mutual promotion of
economic growth and green transition; establishing an institutional foundation that integrates a
proactive government with an effective market; stimulating the micro — level momentum of
enterprises to break the path dependence of high —carbon technologies; and achieving system
optimization through progressive pilot programs and digital empowerment. China’ s experience
makes an original contribution to development economics. It not only transforms the ecological
environment from an exogenous constraint into an endogenous driver of high—quality development,
effectively resolving the market failure in environmental governance, but also provides a practical
pathway for developing countries to achieve green technological transformation.
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