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China’ s Practice of Building a Modern Industrial System and
Theoretical Exploration in Development Economics
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Institute for Development Studies, Huazhong University of Science and Technology )

Abstract; Building a modern industrial system and achieving an overall leap in the industrial
system are important strategic tasks during the 15th Five—Year Plan period. Based on China’ s
practice in constructing a modern industrial system, this paper conducts a theoretical exploration
from the perspective of development economics. It reviews the regular understanding of the
integration of advanced manufacturing and modern service industries as well as China’ s
construction of a modern industrial system, analyzes the theoretical logic of building a modern
industrial system from three dimensions — theoretical connotation, basic support, and driving
mechanism—and extends traditional development economics theories. On this basis, it examines the
bottlenecks and constraints facing the construction of a modern industrial system, and proposes
strategic pathways: taking self —reliance in science and technology as the fundamental driving
force, taking advanced manufacturing clusters as the key lever, taking ensuring industrial security
as the strategic bottom line, and taking building a first—class industrial ecosystem as the basic
support. This paper aims to provide a preliminary theoretical exploration for constructing an
independent knowledge system of development economics with Chinese characteristics by
discussing the practice of building a modern industrial system.
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