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EwoR
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PAE— 2455 L 7 7 3 B BOR RE ie EL 3 5 4 TH AR FH AL,

LEFHEREHRER
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How Can Rural E-commerce Contribute to the Upgrading
of County-level Industrial Structure?
Huang Yazi'?,Yan Tingwu'”, Wei Mengsheng'” and Jiang Weijun’
(1 College of Economics and Management, Huazhong Agricultural University;
2: Hubei Rural Development Research Center, Huazhong Agricultural University ;
3. College of Business, Huanggang Normal University)

Abstract; This study analyzes how rural e — commerce drives structural upgrades. Using a
balanced panel data set of 1821 counties in China from 2010 to 2022 and employing a multi—
period Difference—in — Differences ( DID ) method, with the Rural E-Commerce Comprehensive
Demonstration Policy as a quasi — natural experiment, we examine its impact and underlying
mechanisms. The findings reveal that rural e —commerce significantly promotes the upgrading of
county—level industrial structures, with more pronounced effects in eastern regions, provinces with
high labor inflows, areas with better infrastructure, and counties dominated by secondary and
tertiary industries. Rural e —commerce drives industrial upgrades by boosting consumer demand,
fostering non—agricultural industry agglomeration, and accelerating factor flows. As the scale of
government intervention expands, the role of rural e—commerce in industrial upgrading becomes
increasingly vital. Thus, the government should establish a robust support system for rural e—
commerce, focusing on consumer demand and capital—driven strategies while adopting localized ,
differentiated development models to inject sustained endogenous momentum into county —level
industrial upgrading.

Keywords: Industrial Structure Upgrading, Rural E —commerce, Consumer Demand, Non —

agricultural Industries, Factor Flows
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