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Can Enterprise Strategic Alliances Promote Innovation Breakthroughs
Amid Decoupling and Supply Chains Disruption?
Zhang Yansong', Yi Changjun', Zhou Wenhao® and Zhang Jipeng’
(1:School of Business Administration, Huaqiao University ;
2. Schoolof Business, Putian University;

3 :School of Economics and Finance, Huaqiao University ;)
Abstract: Establishing strategic alliances with enterprises as the core actors constitutes a critical
foundation for Chinese firms to overcome constraints in external innovation pathways and achieve
innovation breakthroughs. Drawing on patent data from Chinese listed companies between 2010 and
2022, and leveraging citation networks among patents, this study employs the FO algorithm to
construct a measurement index for innovation breakthroughs and investigates the impact and
underlying mechanisms of enterprise strategic alliances on such breakthroughs. The findings
indicate that strategic alliances significantly enhance innovation performance. Mechanism analysis
reveals that these alliances facilitate innovation breakthroughs through three primary channels;
improving resource allocation efficiency, broadening knowledge acquisition, and strengthening
risk—sharing capabilities. Heterogeneity analyses further show that the positive effects are more
pronounced in the pharmaceutical R&D and chemical energy sectors, as well as in firms without
joint venture subsidiaries. This study contributes novel empirical evidence to understanding how
strategic alliances foster innovation, and offers practical insights for enterprises seeking to develop
robust innovation systems and achieve technological path—breaking.
Keywords: Innovation Breakthrough, Decoupling and Supply Chains Disruption, Strategic
Alliance, Patent Network
JEL Classification: F21, 036, M15
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