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Ineffective VS Effective. Has the Responsibility System of Provincial
Governors for Food Security Increased Food Production?
Gan Linzhen', Qian Long” and Zhong Yu’
(1. Chongqing Academy of Social Sciences; 2. Institute of Food and Strategic Reserves,
Nanjing University of Finance and Economics;3; Institute of Agricultural Economics
and Development, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences)
Abstract: The Responsibility System of Provincial Governors for Food Security is an important
system for compacting the main responsibility of local food security and ensuring national food
security. Using panel data of 31 provinces from 2004 to 2020, this paper uses the Differences—in—
Differences Method to verify the impact of the Responsibility System of Provincial Governors for
Food Security on food production. The study finds that the Responsibility System of Provincial
Governors for Food Security has a significant role in promoting food production. This core
conclusion is supported by a series of robustness tests including the replacement of the empirical
model, the placebo test, adjusting the sample size and the replacement of the explained variables.
Further mechanism analysis finds that the Responsibility System of Provincial Governors for Food
Security achieves the goal of increasing food production mainly by enhancing the enthusiasm of
local governments and leaders to administer food production. In order to better implement the
Responsibility System of Provincial Governors for Food Security and stabilize food production, it is
necessary to continuously optimize the assessment index system of the Responsibility System of
Provincial Governors for Food Security, continuously strengthen the main awareness of local party
and government leaders in food security, and strictly implement the assessment and incentive
mechanism of the Responsibility System of Provincial Governors for Food Security.
Keywords: The Responsibility System of Provincial Governors for Food Security, Food
Production, Food Security, Differences—in—Differences Method
JEL Classification: (Q18,R58,H59
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