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Rural E-commerce Construction and Regional Coordinated Development .
Evidence from China’ s E-commerce Pilots in Rural Areas
Lu Shengfeng' and Hong Jingting
(1: Economics and Management School, Wuhan University ;
2. School of Economics, Zhejiang University)
Abstract: Based on China’ s comprehensive demonstration policies for e —commerce into rural
areas, this paper empirically examines the impact of rural e—commerce construction on regional
coordinated development using the staggered DID method. It is found that the e—commerce into
rural areas pilot further exacerbates the degree of unbalanced economic development within
counties. Mechanism tests show that the differences in digital capacity within villages make areas
with better economic foundations benefit more from the policy, as reflected in: more start —ups
landing in central urban areas, higher policies boosting urban residents’ income and social
consumption, and ultimately exacerbating the imbalance of development within counties. In
addition, Taobao Village construction can promote coordinated regional development by increasing
the e—commerce profitability of rural residents. This study suggests that while local governments
pay attention to the economic dividends brought by rural e—commerce development, they should
also be alert to the risk of regional development imbalance induced by the digital capability gap.
Therefore, digital empowerment for coordinated development should not only emphasize the
introduction of digital technology, but also the construction of capacity to use digital technology.
Keywords: Rural E — commerce Construction, Regional Coordinated Development, Remote
Sensing Imagery of Nighttime Lights
JEL Classification; 018, R58, Q18
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