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o 0.016 0.021 0.014
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“Competition” or “Inheritance” ;. How Does Farmland Property Rights
Affect Farmers’ Reproductive Gender Preference
Geng Pengpeng and Luo Biliang
(National School of Agricultural Institution and Development, South China Agricultural University)

Abstract: “Son Preference” is regarded as one of the important traditions of rural China. Existing
studies have mostly focused on the social issues of inequality between men and women, and have
not paid too much attention to the peasant land complex reflected in the gender preference of men
and women, and the changes in the concept of fertility in rural society that may be brought about
by the reform of agricultural land system in China. This study shows that the gender preference of
farmers’ “important boys” is not only a reflection of the concept of “inheritance” in the
inheritance of rural families, but also a need to strengthen the game of land rights when land rights
are unstable or insecure. The test results based on the 2016 CLDS data show that both the
adjustment of farmland and the confirmation of farmland rights will strengthen farmers’ preference
for fertility of “Son Preference”. Among them, the adjustment of agricultural land will induce
farmers to have a preference for the number of boys, giving birth to boys has become a “weapon of
the weak”. Confirmation of farmland rights will cause farmers to tend to have only one boy. The
former expresses the “competitiveness” of the struggle for property rights, and the latter expresses
the “inheritance” of the exclusive property rights. The article emphasizes that “Son Preference”
expresses different meanings of property rights.

Keywords: Agricultural Land Adjustment, Confirmation of Farmland Rights, Competition,
Inheritance , Reproductive Gender Preference
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