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Leap from High—speed Economic Growth to High—quality Economic
Development ; Recalling Professor Tan Chongtai’ s Thoughts on
Economic Growth and Economic Development
( Research Group of Professor Tan Chongtai’ s Development Thoughts, Wuhan University )
Abstract; The major sign that socialism with Chinese characteristics has entered a new era is the
shift from high —speed growth to high—quality development. Professor Tan Chongtai is a pioneer
who studies the theory of the relationship between economic growth and economic development
systematically in China. He believes that economic development is the purpose of economic growth
and economic growth is a means of economic development. Compared with economic growth,
economic development lays more stress on quality. Good economic development results require
continuous improvement of labor productivity through technological progress. The new problem of
“poverty in the midst of plenty” should be solved while economy has been out of the shortage era.
The concept of sustainable development and economic growth must be reflected in the development
process. Economic growth, population changes, resource utilization as well as environmental
protection should be taken into consideration. It is important to insist on people—oriented concept.
The development dividends should be shared with all people, especially vulnerable groups. The
key to economic development is to properly handle the relationship between the government and the
market, and each of the two should play an appropriate role. On the occasion of the 100th
anniversary of Professor Tan Chongtai’ s birth, remembering his life course and recalling his
academic contributions will have a significant impact on the discipline of development economics

and the high—quality development of China’s economy.
Keywords: Economic Thoughts of Tan Chongtai, Economic Development, Economic Growth,

Sustainable Development, New Development Concept
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