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Aging, Topography and Peasant Households’ Planting Decisions
Li Qing'*, Han Han’ and Li Cuixia'
(1:College of Economics and Management, Northeast Agricultural University;
2 ;Rural Development Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences;
3:School of Health Economics and Management, Nanjing University of Chinese Medicine )

Abstract: Using peasant household survey data from CASS, this essay analyzes the different
planting decisions made by young and elder peasant households with diverse topography. We also
study the influence of land quality and labor force on the peasant households’ planting decisions as
well as reveal the possible impacts of aging on agriculture in the future. The results unveil the
following findings. In the first place, the young and the elder peasant households prefer different
crops and planting density on different topography. Furthermore, the number and the employment
of non—farm workers of peasant households exert significant effect on their decisions. The young
peasant households maximize their profit by increasing planting density, while the elders choose to
plant less crops and take advantage of economic crops to raise household income. Additionally, the
results also show that the full-time elder peasant households are more productive than those part—
time younger ones.
Keywords: Aging, Land Quality, Topography, Multiple Crop Index, Part—time Farming
JEL Classification: Q12,015,024
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