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The Change of Demand Structure in the Process of Economic Development :
Cross—Economy Comparative Analysis in the Middle-Income Stage
Qu Yiwei and Zhang Ying
( 1:Economics and Management School, Wuhan University;

2 : Management School, Ocean University of China)

Abstract; Studying and analyzing the change of demand structure is considered an important
prerequisite for government to promote structural reform on the supply side. To overcome the
defects of popular national income accounting framework, this paper focuses on quantifying the
characteristics of demand structure change among economies in their middle —income stage, by
establishing the framework of final demand analysis. Based on long—term perspective of economic
development, this paper exploits the continuous input—output data among 22 economies from 1995
to 2014 in the World Input—output Database ( WIOD). Result shows that the demand structure of
each economy is constantly upgrading during the process of economic growth and development,
which indicates the transition from survival demand to developmental demand; The demand
structure of middle—income economies is similar to that of successful catch—up economies; With
the deepening of market—oriented reforms, it is expected that the proportion of China’ s survival
and enjoyment demand in the total demand will increase in the future, while the development led
by government will decrease.
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