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Family Planning and Transmission of Inequality between Generations:
Micro Perspective on Individual Intergenerational Mobility
Liu Xiaoge' and Si Haiping’
(1 :National School of Development,Peking University;
2. Center for Economic Research,Shandong University )
Abstract; This paper aims to examine the impact of family planning on the transmission of
inequality between generations which is not conducive to social stability and sustainable
development. Using CFPS2010 data, based on the perspective of individual intergenerational
mobility, we take empirical test from the path of human capital and social capital ,and the results
show that family planning has promoted the individual intergenerational mobility by reducing family
size. Further tests find that there are heterogeneity of family size effect between men and women,
urban and rural areas. Finally, we decompose the family size effect and find out that on the one
hand siblings can reduce the possibility of upward mobility by decreasing the education. On the
other hand, siblings are social capital, and the more siblings, the larger possibility to move
upward. This paper provides a new perspective to understanding the micro — mechanism of
inequality transmission between generations, and provides a microscopic basis for assessing the
consequences of family planning policy.
Keywords: Family Planning, Family Size, Inequality Transmission between Generations,
Individual Intergenerational Mobility
JEL Classification: J13,]62
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