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Randomized Field Experiment. Method, Trend and Prospect
Lu Fangwen
(School of Economics, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: As an important method for identifying causality in social phenomena, randomized field
experiments is being applied more and more widely in economics globally, however, the
application of this method in the domestic academia has just started. Combining the frontier
literature and my own research experience, this paper first introduces credibility and innovation as
the two advantages of randomized field experiments. It then discusses systematically the key
technical aspects of randomized field experiments, which is expected to reduce the technical
barriers for conducting experiments. The paper also summarizes the global trends of randomized
field experiments, which will help to guide the domestic research to realize the catching up and
surpassing, and to promote the development of randomized field experiments in China.
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