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Human Capital Structure,Skill Match and Comparative Advantage
Shao Wenbo,Li Kunwang and Wang Yongjin
(Department of International Economics and Trade,School of Economics,Nankai University )

Abstract; Based on skill match perspective, this paper attempts to shed light on the relationship
between human capital structure and comparative advantage. In a general equilibrium theory
framework , how skilled and unskilled labors are allocated in departments with distinct labor elasticity
of substitution under autarky is discussed firstly. Then we analyze the relationship between
comparative advantage and skill match in a two — country economy and expand it to multi — country
model later. The results show that a department’ s labor elasticity of substitution is positively
correlated with the skill disparity of labors it employed. And it affects the comparative advantage
together with the pattern of human capital structure. In addition, we find that countries which are
abundant in department - specific skill labors will have comparative advantages in those
departments.
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