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The Anti — Poverty Effectiveness of the Minimum Living Standard Assistance
Policy in Rural China: Evidence from Five Central and Western Provinces

Han Huawei and Xu Yuebin

(School of Social Development and Public Policy,Beijing Normal University )

Abstract; Based on large sample household survey data from five provinces in central and western
regions in 2010, this paper studies the anti — poverty effectiveness of Rural Minimum Living
Standard Assistance ( RMLSA ) and its determinants. The results show that; the RMLSA has
considerable anti — poverty effects on participating sample, although its effects on the whole sample
and eligible sample are much less significant. The determinants of its anti — poverty effect include
low coverage rate, high targeting error and assistant inadequacy. And these determinants are
attributable to the insufficiency of local government financial ability, improper management pattern,
lack of other social security policy in rural areas, and measurement error in means test. Policy
simulation results indicate that it still has much room to improve in RMLSA. Establishing precise
identification mechanism will be an important way to improve the anti — poverty effectiveness of
RMLSA.

Key Words: Rural Minimum Living Standard Assistance; Anti — poverty Effectiveness; Targeting
Error; Policy Simulation
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Environmental Pollution, Abatement Path and Sustainable Growth .
“End - of — Pipe Control” or “Source Control” ?
Liu Weiming
(Institute of Jiangxi Economic Development and Reform,Jiangxi University of Finance and Economics)
Abstract: There are two methods in pollution abatement: “End - of — Pipe Control” and “Source
Control”. In this paper, the factor of human capital accumulation is introduced into the Stokey —
Aghion — GangSun model, we analyze the key factors which lead to the continued deterioration of
environmental conditions in China, and explore the strategic behavior of local governments under the
existing assessment mechanisms, as well as investigate two different long — run growth paths in the
case of two different methods in pollution abatement and verify the theoretical model according to
Chinese panel data from 2003 to 2012. We have the following findings: Under the “ promotion
tournament” system, government officials who are restricted by the tenure prefer to “end — of —
pipe” approach. The way to maintain the same standard specified by the existing Environmental
Protection Act is infeasible, and only by improving environmental standard to encourage the
enterprises to innovate and use clean technology, we may achieve the “win — win” goal of economic
growth and environmental protection.
Key Words: Environmental Protection; Abatement Path; Economic Growth
JEL Classification: H41,021,056
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