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Who Is Happy ? Individual Characteristics External Environment and SWB
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Abstract: Subjective Well — Being( SWB) is individual subjective feeling and psychological experience. Individual characteristics and
external environment are key factors included in the concept of SWB. Based on individual characteristics and external environment this
paper surveys the determinants of SWB in China. The conclusions indicate that: ( 1) individual characteristics such as age character
income and health are significantly related with SWB. Meanwhile the level of democratization and income inequality have significant
effect on SWB. (2) If we do not take into account the age factor of all the factors which are correlated with SWB  the role of individual
character factors is higher than other factors. (3) The marginal role of income factor is higher than that of income inequality factor but
their marginal effect is minimal.
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