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Is Economics A Natural Science or A Behavioral Science ?
Analysis of Rosenberg’ s Thinking on Philosophy of Economics

Chen Qun' and Gui Qiquan’

(1: College of Trade and Public Administration Chongqing University; 2: School of Philosophy Wuhan University)
Abstract: Alexander Rosenberg has a deep understanding and research on the dilemma duality of the cognitive status of economics. On
the one hand like a standard scientific theory the law and theory of economics should be eligible to become the law of science.
Rosenberg proposed based on the ideal of unified science that the pursuit of natural processes’ self — balancing mechanism has great
success in the field of typical scientific theory as Newtonian mechanics and Darwinian natural selection theory and also in the field of
economics. But on the other hand the predictive power of economics is much less than that of science. To solve this dilemma duality
Rosenberg attributes the failure of economics’ predictive power to the special features of human behavior as intentionality. In other
words economics and natural sciences after all are different. Economics and other social sciences have a common feature that is they
have commitment on the interpretative frame of intentionality( Belief — Action — Desire) .
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