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The Economics of Language: A Survey

Zhang Weiguo

( Center for Economic Research Shandong University)
Abstract: This paper reviews the emergence current situation and the scope of study of the economics of language. The economics of
language came into being with Canadian official problems and its development owed much to the human capital theory and educational
economics. There are two kinds of economics of language which can be differentiated from broad sense and narrow sense. In a broad
sense economics of language studies language and speech as common social and economic phenomenon by using economic theories
methods and tools; In a narrow sense it can be divided into several study fields such as language and earnings economic analysis of
language planning language dynamics and game — theoretical approach to language issues etc. With the globalization of economy the
situation of the economics of language is on the rise. For one thing it provides linguistic studies new thinking and points of views and
new analytical tools as well; For another it is also providing new study topics to economics itself.
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